
Measure NEW

off the plans, built in

Estimate

the shell, at your rates

Propose

your logo, no costs on

it

Send

straight from the app

Track

Sent Bids, by customer

The home screen, with the two-minute explainer video beside the title.

Houzz / Bluebeam

Excel Word

Outlook a notepad

Stop juggling five programs. Measure in one, price in a spreadsheet, build the proposal in

another, send it from email, track it on a notepad — and type every number twice. Storypole

EST does the whole bid on one site, with one set of numbers.

Storypole EST
S H E L L  E S T I M AT I N G  P L AT F O R M  ·  T H E  L O N G  F O R M  ·  R E V  0 2

One site. The whole bid.
An estimating platform for concrete and masonry shell contractors — designed and built by a

shell contractor, for shell contractors. Measure the plans, price the shell at your own rates,

turn it into a proposal with your logo on it, send it and keep track of it. All in one place, with

one set of numbers.
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01 T H E  M E A S U R I N G  S Y S T E M  ·  N E W  I N  R E V  1 2 9

Measure off the plans. Right inside the estimate.
Every box on Create Estimate that comes off a drawing has an M next to it. Click it and your plans open
with the right tool already picked. Measure, click Send & next, and the number is in the box — and you

are on the next one. No Bluebeam, no JobTread, no Houzz, and nothing typed twice.

The Measuring System: the footprint outlined corner by corner on the sample foundation plan. 2,112 SF, scale read off the sheet.

The right tool, picked for
you

A line for LF (wall runs, strip
footings, beams), an outline for

SF (slabs, area under roof), a
click per item for EA (pads,
columns, openings, corners).

The scale, read off the sheet

If the scale is printed on the
sheet, it is found for you.

Otherwise pick it, or calibrate
off a dimension you know. Each
sheet keeps its own.

Where the number came
from

The markups stay on the sheet
in that box's colour and save

with the estimate. Move a point
and the box follows.

Your plans, your computer

PDF plan sets, photos or scans.
The plan file stays on the

computer you uploaded it on;
the markups go with the job.

Back on Create Estimate: the boxes filled from the plans
carry a colour tab, and the M beside each one.

$159 a month with the Measuring System,

instead of $49. The 3-month free trial

includes it.

Storypole EST 01 · MEASURING SYSTEM · NEW
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02 S E T U P  ·  F I R S T  T H I N G

Set up your company. Once.
What you put here is what a builder sees when a proposal from you lands in his inbox — your logo at the
top, your name, your phone and email in the footer, your colours running through it. Nothing on this

page changes a number; your costs live on the rate card. Set it once and every proposal looks like it

came from you.

Setup: logo, colours and details, with a live preview of how the proposal will look.

Your logo

PNG, JPG or SVG — a wide lockup, about 900

× 240 pixels. An SVG stays sharp at any size.

Your colours

A dark band across the top and an accent for
headings and the bid figure. Pick a preset or

set your own.

Your details

Company name, the line under the logo,

phone, email, website, city — the footer of
every proposal.

It follows you

Kept with your account, not in the browser:

the laptop, the office machine and the tablet
in the truck.

Storypole EST 02 · SETUP
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03 R AT E  C A R D  ·  S E C O N D  T H I N G

Your costs, not somebody else's.
Every builder loads his own. These are costs, not the method — change one here and every number in
the app follows. Leave a box blank and it prices at the starting rate. Save the card as a profile and

every new job starts on it. Nobody else sees it.

The rate card: margin, line rates and the block-laying build-up.

Your margin

Type a gross margin or a markup — the other
follows. Selling = cost ÷ (1 − margin).

Line rates

Concrete, footing labour, mesh, termite, block

and mortar, cell fill, lintels, deck.

Block-laying build-up

Production per mason per day, hours, mason

and tender rates, mixer — the card derives
$/block per level.

Slabs, columns, beams, rebar

Slab labour by thickness, formed columns and

CIP beams from form man-hours, rebar by bar
size #3–#11.

Storypole EST 03 · RATE CARD
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04 C R E AT E  E S T I M AT E  ·  T H E  W O R K

Answer what the drawings tell
you. The cost builds as you go.
The question sheet asks for what you can measure off a plan set — levels, wall runs, openings, slabs,

columns, beams, steel. With the Measuring System, every one of those boxes fills straight off the plans.
Every row derives its own rate from its own geometry, and the recommendation at the side updates

with every answer.

Create Estimate: the job on the left, the suggested bid, accuracy and per-SF figures on the right.

Suggested bid

Shell padded, extras not — with the
unpadded and pad-everything

figures beside it.

How tight the number is

A plain give-or-take figure, from
what is actually filled in on the

sheet, not what you say you have.

Checks before you send it

The evidence on the sheet, nine
items, ticked or not — and the cost

line by line.

Storypole EST 04 · CREATE ESTIMATE
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05 C R E AT E  B I D  A N D  S E N T  B I D S  ·  T H E  P R O P O S A L

The number the builder sees. Nothing else.
Your costs, your margin and the accuracy range are deliberately not on the proposal. Pick the customer,
take either end of the suggested range or type your own number, add the scope and exclusions, and

send it — from the app. Sent Bids keeps every bid that has gone out, by customer, and every estimate

still waiting.

Create Bid: the proposal in your colours, and the bid range beside it.

Suggested bid range

Low end — everything goes your way. High

end — covers the estimate being wrong. It is
your bid; the estimate does not move.

Send it from here

Send bid asks you to confirm the amount,

then it goes. Or put it in your own mail unsent.

Track it

Sent Bids: who it went to and when. Not sent

yet: every saved estimate still waiting, so
nothing slips.

Storypole EST 05 · CREATE BID · SENT BIDS
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06 C O M P A R E  3 D  ·  C A L I B R AT I O N

Find out how close you were. Every job.
You bid a job off the drawings. Later it gets modelled and priced for real, or built. Put the two numbers
side by side: off by dollars, off by percent, and whether that was inside the range the app gave you.

Compare 3D: the real total against the estimate, and whether it landed inside the range.

Why it matters

Give or take 12%, give or take 5% —

until you check one against a real
job, that is a promise somebody else
made. Check six and it is yours.

The early warning

A run of estimates all missing the

same way is not bad luck; it is a rate
that needs changing.

Check against the right rates

Saved estimates keep the price and

rate card they were saved with, so
you compare like with like.

Storypole EST 06 · COMPARE 3D
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W H AT  I T  C O S T S

Five programs, or one site.
List prices for one person, per month, September 2026. The do-it-yourself stack costs less in dollars
and more in hours: every hand-off is a number typed again, and none of it prices a shell.

OPT I ON M E A SU R E
PR I C E S A
SHE LL

PR OPOSA L,  SE ND ,
T R A C K

PE R
M ONT H

Storypole EST + Measuring System Yes, built in Yes Yes $159

Storypole EST Type it in Yes Yes $49

JobTread Yes No Yes $199

Houzz Pro (takeoffs on the quoted Custom plan) Custom
plan

No Yes $399+

Bluebeam + Excel/Outlook + PandaDoc +

HubSpot

Yes Your own sheet Four logins about $76

T H E  A P P

Storypole EST

$49/mo
after a 3-month free trial

Estimate, proposal, send and Sent
Bids

Your rates, your logo, unlimited
jobs

Type the measurements in
yourself

T H E  W H O L E  B I D

EST + Measuring

System

$159/mo
after the same trial — which includes it

Everything in Storypole EST

Measure the plans inside the

estimate: the M next to every box

No separate takeoff program

W H E N  A  J O B  SC A R E S Y O U

Storypole Modeling

$0.50/SF
$2,000 minimum · residential

We model the shell in 3D and
count it

We estimate it: +$0.15 / SF

Reports and RFIs: $99 each

W H E N  A  J O B  S C A R E S  Y O U

Use the app until a job needs more. Then send it to us.
A prediction is right about the drawings. A structural model is right about the building

— every block, bar, column and beam counted from geometry. The one with the odd
geometry or the thin drawings is the one to send: storypolemodeling.com.

3 months free
T H EN  $ 4 9  A  M O N T H  ·  $ 15 9
W I T H  T H E M EA S U R I N G  S Y S T EM
·  N O  C A R D  T O  S TA R T

Load your rate card, measure and price a job
you have already built, and see whether it

lands where your number landed. You have
three months to run that test.

storypoleestimating.com

Watch the 2-minute video:

storypoleestimating.com/marketing

Competitor prices from their published pricing pages, 27 Sep 2026; Houzz Pro does not publish takeoff pricing.

Storypole EST PRICING · ONE SITE
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